
✦Intro:  Let me tell you about some bad people.  Nero, emperor of Rome.  
He fed people alive to tigers in big amphitheaters like Lucas Stadium with 

lots of others watching. Hitler.  Just saying his name strikes images of 
hideous, methodical cruelty to over six million Jews and others who were 

stripped, shot, pushed into pits, gassed and incinerated around the clock 
for years.  There was a wretch in the papers in Chicago area years ago 

who worked in the steel mills.  He put his two sons in an iron smelting 
furnace and turned it on. History is full of horrifying people: Atilla the Hun; 

Sadaam Hussien; Charles Manson; Jeffrey Dahlmer.   Manasseh.
✦1. Much of my sin in not accidental.  In fact, we humans are usually 

evil on purpose. Manasseh was no exception. (spoiler alert: neither are you 
or me.)  The things he did were hardly inadvertent.  His father, Hezekiah, 

was the most godly, on-fire king since great King David. Listen...
✦“He did what was pleasing in the LORD’s sight, just as his ancestor 
David had done. He removed the pagan shrines, smashed the sacred 
pillars, and knocked down the Asherah poles. He broke up the 
bronze serpent that Moses had made, because the people of Israel 
had begun to worship it by burning incense to it. The bronze serpent 
was called Nehushtan. Hezekiah trusted in the LORD, the God of 
Israel. There was never another king like him in the land of Judah, 
either before or after his time. He remained faithful to the LORD in 
everything, and he carefully obeyed all the commands the LORD had 
given Moses.” 2 Kings 18:3-6, NLT.

✦But (as writer Larry Libby reminds us) when Manasseh inherited his dad’s 
chair, his first order of business was to reverse everything Hezekiah had 
accomplished in 29 years of righteous rule.   Had the good king pursued 
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the God of Israel?  Manasseh made a direct choice for the gods Yhwh had 
driven out of Israel.

✦“He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the detestable practices of the 
nations the LORD had driven out before the Israelites.” 2 Chronicles 33:2, NIV.

✦Had his father removed the idolatrous high places? Fine.  Manasseh 
would locate everyone of them and rebuild!

✦“He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had demolished;...  He bowed 
down to all the starry hosts and worshipped them.” 2 Chronicles 33:3, NIV.

✦Had his parent mowed down the sex-worship asherah poles? (a phallic 
symbol erected in worship of fertility.) Well, Manasseh commissioned an 

army of artisans to carve a forest of new ones!
✦he also erected altars to the Baals and made Asherah poles. 2 Chronicles 33:3, 
NIV.

✦Had Hezekiah purified the temple, and reinstituted worship of God? 

Manasseh would haul a freshly varnished asherah pole right into the 
temple!  

✦“He built altars in the temple of the LORD, of which the LORD had said, “My 
Name will remain in Jerusalem for ever.” ...He took the carved image he had 
made and put it in God’s temple, of which God had said to David and to his son 
Solomon, “In this temple and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the 
tribes of Israel, I will put my Name for ever.” 2 Chronicles 33:4,7, NIV.

✦Had Father Hezekiah led a revival to the one true God?  Manasseh was 
religiously tolerant and would open the door to religious freedom of 

expression.
✦“He bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshipped them...In both courts of 
the temple of the LORD, he built altars to all the starry hosts.” 2 Chronicles 
33:3-5, NIV.
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✦Lets see. Baal.  Asherah.  Starry hosts.  Anyone left out? Oh yeah, 
Molech!  Manasseh set up a massive idol in the Valley of Ben Himmon, 

also known as the local dump.  The greek name is Gehenna which is 
consistently translated in the New Testament as “hell”.  If Dad has aspired 

to the beauties of heaven, Manasseh would head for hell itself.  
Archeologists describe Molech as a towering, hollow-bellied bronze statue 

of a human with the head of an ox.  When the metal body was glowing 
cherry-red, the drum beats reached a savage crescendo, the worshipers 

would grasp their babies, toddlers and young children and pitch them bodily 
into the hollow center to burn alive. Manasseh thought it was such a 

progressive idea that he took his own wide-eyed little boys with him to the 
Ben Himmon festival and came home alone.  

✦“He sacrificed his sons in the fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, practised 
sorcery, divination and witchcraft, and consulted mediums and spiritists. He did 
much evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger.” 2 Chronicles 33:6, 
NIV.

✦The rest of that verse above shows Manasseh going line by line in direct 
opposition to every command laid out for Israel in Deuteronomy 18. 2kings 

21:6 says Manasseh shed so much innocent blood that Jerusalem was 
filled with it from end to end.  Tradition also tells us that when Manasseh 

found the prophet Isaiah hiding in a tree he told his soldiers to saw both of 
them in half.  Manasseh was the president cheer leading his country into 

the new ways of unbounded immorality. 
✦“But Manasseh led Judah and the people of Jerusalem astray, so that they did 
more evil than the nations the LORD had destroyed before the Israelites.” 2 
Chronicles 33:9, NIV.
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✦And when God from heaven actually spoke to them, they just said, “In 
your face, God!” and danced over the cliff.  

✦“The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention.” 2 
Chronicles 33:10, NIV.

✦2.  Justice says give people what they deserve. 
✦A.  At this point what would you be thinking about Manasseh?  Maybe 

something like either “Slap that boy!” or “I hope he gets his!” or somewhere 
in between.  

✦“So the LORD brought against them the army commanders of the king of 
Assyria, who took Manasseh prisoner, put a hook in his nose, bound him with 
bronze shackles and took him to Babylon.” 2 Chronicles 33:11, NIV.

✦Praise be!  Hook him up, string him out.  Three cheers! Applause.  Pull 
the trigger.  Throw the switch and let that bad boy have it! Feels good to 

see the punks and the pushers karate-kicked and thrown in the slammer.  
It’s satisfying when the patrol car zips past you and nails the idiot who 

honked and sped around you.  We’re all for hard time for the rapist, the 
child pornographer and the mass murderer.  Send ‘em packing. Paint a 

target on their heads! 
This is a good place for Manasseh’s story to end.  If you were 

God, wouldn’t you have been content to let him rot in a cell the 
rest of his life?  Leave him deep in the maximum security ward.  

No parol. No work release.  No college credits on state-
provided computers. No conjugal visits. End of story. 

✦B. Pause just a minute.  You and I may just see some dim reflection of 
people like Manasseh when we look in the mirror. Much of our sin too, if we 

will admit it, is not accidental, though perhaps on a smaller scale.  We pick 
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it, step into it with momentum and both feet, telling ourselves that no one is 
the boss of me.  And if ... we are repulsed at people in power who walk on 

the rest (Hitler, Stalin, Manasseh), then how are we to think about our own 
choosing?  Sin is always easier to see on the other person. And justice 

always seems right when it’s the other guy getting it.   Now here is some 
difficult news.  
✦3. God is just, but he is also merciful.  Sin will get punished and yet, 
God lets some folks live through it.  I’m not sure we really like that at first, 

do we? Something disturbing happened deep in that dark cell where 
Manasseh was languishing. 

✦“In his distress he sought the favour of the LORD his God and humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers.” 2 Chronicles 33:12, NIV.

✦Ok, good. He is coming to see his folly, but sorry fella, you made your 
bed, now sleep therein!  Wait a minute...what’s happening?

✦“And when he prayed to him, the LORD was moved by his entreaty and 
listened to his plea; so he brought him back to Jerusalem and to his kingdom. 
Then Manasseh knew that the LORD is God.” 2 Chronicles 33:13, NIV.

✦Hang on a minute!  I mean, make him a lowly shepherd or something.  
Maybe a beggar in the gutter of the royal city. How about a stable hand?  A 

latrine technician?  Where is the justice!  This is like taking Hitler out of his 
bunker in Berlin and making him the German chancellor again just cuz he 

said he was sorry.  Or like resurrecting Osama Bin Laden and naming him 
Secretary General of the United Nations on account of his apologizing for 

terrorizing the free world. 
✦A.  No, God!  We demand justice!  We demand everybody gets what they 

have coming.  Mercy seems opposed to justice because mercy is when you 

The Merciful God, 2Chron.33:1-20
What is God Really Like #14

5



do not get the bad you DO deserve.  And while we’re at it, we’re not too 
keen on this grace thing either because grace is when you do get the good 

you DO NOT deserve.  Someone once said that mercy is a cop not giving 
you a ticket you deserve.  And grace is the same cop writing you a personal 

check instead!   No, God.  That’s not cool, well..., unless its for me.  But it’s 
not cool for anybody else! 
✦B.  What does mercy tell you?  Well, it tells you that love and compassion 
are also realities.  For if we were robots following a program of justice, 

there would be no such thing as mercy.  It also tells you that because God 
is merciful nobody is too far gone, including you, this side of death. 

✦“The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have 
rebelled against him;” Daniel 9:9, NIV.

✦You say to yourself, “I’ve been addicted to ___ for far too long.” or “I’ve 
spit in the face of my church.” or “I did the opposite of what I was taught. 

How could I ever go back? How could they love me now?” or “I’ve broken 
God’s commands, and promised, and broken, and promised, and broken. 

It’s no use.” or “You would never believe the things I’ve done. No, there’s 
just no place for me in the Church.”  But I tell you, the Apostle Paul who 

wrote most of the New Testament dragged Christians off with police and 
stopped their blood from pumping.  Manasseh made many children 

fatherless.  And Dalmer ate his victims.  
✦he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 

because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, Titus 3:5 
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✦All it takes is the genuine act of repentance in your heart.  You can tell it 
was genuine for Manasseh.  The broken King put his walk to his talk.

✦“Afterwards he rebuilt the outer wall of the City of David, west of the Gihon 
spring in the valley, as far as the entrance of the Fish Gate and encircling the hill 
of Ophel; he also made it much higher. He stationed military commanders in all 
the fortified cities in Judah. He got rid of the foreign gods and removed the image 
from the temple of the LORD, as well as all the altars he had built on the temple 
hill and in Jerusalem; and he threw them out of the city. Then he restored the 
altar of the LORD and sacrificed fellowship offerings and thank-offerings on it, 
and told Judah to serve the LORD, the God of Israel.” 2 Chronicles 33:14-16, 
NIV.

✦Is there anything in your life that needs throwing out because your 

heart really wants to follow God?
✦From verse 17 it looks as though Manasseh may have veered Israel a bit 
too far off the road to realign them before he died.

✦“The people, however, continued to sacrifice at the high places, but only to the 
LORD their God.” 2 Chronicles 33:17, NIV.

✦But apparently Manasseh was for real! He humbled himself.  You can do 
that friend.  His shaking hand reached for the Almighty, just, yet merciful 

God and the Sovereign creator and ruler bent to embrace him.  Instead of 
the revulsion that you and I feel hearing Manasseh’s story, God felt 

compassion.  You gotta wonder about that. Larry Libby writes, “Manasseh 
tapped into a shining, shoreless reservoir, vast beyond reckoning, deep 

beyond knowing.” 
✦4.  Now a final thought.  Why can God be merciful to me?  Where is the 

justice our sensibilities scream for when our children are cut down by a 
drunk driver? Is it really fair for God to give Manasseh back his throne, his 
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gold chariot, and his designer robes?  What about the little ones that are no 
more, the children taken from the womb only to be thrown into the fire of 

freedom of choice?  What about the clear-eyed prophets whose blood filled 
Jerusalem’s gutters for preaching the word?  What about the orphans who 

didn’t know how to eat, since her parents were dead because of 
Manasseh? Was it fair for him to shuffle into retirement in the safety of the 

palace?  Shouldn’t he pay for his crimes?  Hasn’t God watched CSI or Law 
and Order?  When do the evil ones “get theirs”?  When does sin get 

incinerated? Who will pay for the freedom to live? That my friends, 
Manasseh couldn’t know.  But you and I do. 
✦You see, mercy is not frosting on a spoiled cake, or new siding on a 
rotting house. It’s not paint over rust, or a rug on top of dirt.  It is not lip 

gloss on a cursing mouth.  No, it goes far deeper.  Mercy doesn't hide the 
ugly. It absorbs it.  mercy costs the giver.  He or she must absorb the evil, 

and suffer it’s pain. And that my friends, is what Jesus rode into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday to do.  The latin root of the word mercy means “price 

paid.”
✦A few short miles from the valley of Ben Himmon is the the hill of 

the Skull.  Here another father let his son die, but this son went 
willingly.  It was not to appease an angry idol, but to satisfy the justice 

of a righteous judge. 
✦“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through 

faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in 
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his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished--” Romans 3:23-25, NIV.

✦So in short, why can God be merciful to me?  Because he was just with 
me in Jesus his son. 
✦Conclusion: Manasseh could be given mercy because someone did “get 
his”. Jesus got it. And not just his.  But yours too if you will humble yourself 

and ask for it. This was the one thing Manasseh got right: the ability to say 
he got it wrong and ask for mercy.

✦“His prayer and how God was moved by his entreaty, as well as all his sins and 
unfaithfulness, and the sites where he built high places and set up Asherah poles 
and idols before he humbled himself--all are written in the records of the seers. 
Manasseh rested with his fathers and was buried in his palace. And Amon his 
son succeeded him as king. Amon was twenty-two years old when he became 
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem for two years. He did evil in the eyes of the 
LORD, as his father Manasseh had done. Amon worshipped and offered 
sacrifices to all the idols Manasseh had made. But unlike his father Manasseh, 
he did not humble himself before the LORD; Amon increased his guilt.” 2 
Chronicles 33:19-23, NIV.

✦You see friends, God’s heart is equally as powerful as his fist. His 
hardness is softer than the softness of men. His fury is eclipsed by his own 

mercy. God’s mercy is the Pearl of Great Price.  It is the key to the door of 
life.  It is the reason for the life and death of Christ.  Do what Manasseh did.    

Do you have a jail holding you prisoner?  Do you have a hook in your 
nose? Are you in any exile in this life? Have you gotten your hands dirty, or 

maybe your heart?  Do what Manasseh did.  Humble yourself in prayer and 
ask for forgiveness through Jesus.
✦Pray with me now...
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